The New Testament Arranged for Advantageous Study





The Gospel to the Hebrews: 





A.  The Apostolic Work Among the Hebrews


The Epistle of St. James, 55-60 AD


The Epistle of St. Jude, 60-80 AD 


The Epistle to the Hebrews c. 70 AD


The Gospel according to St. Matthew 50-70 AD





The Gospel to the Gentiles: 





A. The Apostolic Work of St. Peter the Apostle 


The Gospel According to St. Mark, before 70 AD


The 1st Epistle of St. Peter, 50-67 AD


The 2nd Epistle of St. Peter, 63-67 AD 





B. The Apostolic Work of St. Paul the Apostle


The Gospel According to St. Luke, 70-80 AD 


The Acts of the Apostles, 75-85 AD 





The Epistle to the Galatians, 49 AD?


The 1st Epistle to the Thessalonians, 50-51 AD 


The 2nd Epistle to the Thessalonians, 51 AD 


The 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, 55 AD 


The 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, 55 AD 


The Epistle to the Romans, 55-57 AD 


The Epistle to St. Philemon, 61-63 AD


The Epistle to the Philippians, 61-63 AD


The Epistle to the Colossians, 61-63 AD 


The Epistle to the Ephesians, 61-63 AD 


The Epistle to St. Titus, 63-65 AD 


The 1st Epistle to St. Timothy, 64-65 AD 


The 2nd Epistle to St. Timothy, 65-67 AD 





D. The Apostolic Work of St. John the Theologian & Apostle


The 2nd Epistle of St. John, 90-95 AD


The 1st Epistle of St. John, 90-95 AD


The 3rd Epistle of St. John, 90-95 AD 


The Gospel According to St. John, c. 96 AD 


The Apocalypse to St. John, 81-96 AD 


�
Explanation of the New Testament 


Arranged for Advantageous Study





	What follows is an explanation of the above arrangement.  I've been studying the NT for over 15 years.  This is based on these studies as well as on ancient and modern scholarship.





The Gospel to the Hebrews:  





	St. James (or Jacob) was the first bishop of the Jerusalem Church.  He was a devout Jew, who was so inclined towards penance that he became known by his fellow Jews as “the camel-kneed” because of the hours he spent knelt in prayer.  The Epistle of St. Jude (or Judas), the brother of St. James, then follows.  St. Jude’s Epistle alludes to apocryphal books the Jews would have been acquainted with (i.e., The Assumption of Moses and 1st Enoch).  The Epistle to the Hebrews then follows.  Composed by either St. Paul, or one of his companions (e.g., Sts. Barnabas, Apollos, or Priscilla and Aquila), it is addressed to Hebrews Christians.  Hebrews teaches us who Jesus is and what His salvific sacrifice means for the world.  Finally, the Gospel According to St. Matthew uses the most Old Testament quotes of any of the Evangelists to convince his fellow Jews that Jesus is the long awaited Christ.  While Hebrews teaches us the theology of Christ (known as Christology), the Gospel of St. Matthew gives us the story of Jesus and ends with His Great Commission of the Apostles.





The Gospel to the Gentiles:  





A.  The Apostolic Work of St. Peter the Apostle:


	Eastern tradition identifies St. Mark as “John-Mark,” one of the Seventy Two Disciples (St. Lk 10:1ff).  Tradition states that St. Mark wrote on the witness and authority of St. Peter the Apostle.  Therefore, St. Peter's Epistles follow St. Mark’s Gospel.  





B.  The Apostolic Work of St. Paul the Apostle:


	St. Luke’s Gospel is reunited with its companion volume, the Acts (or Works) of the Apostles.  Eastern tradition states that St. Luke was also one of the Seventy Two.  Tradition also records that he wrote on the authority of St. Paul.  Therefore the Epistles of St. Paul follow the writings of St. Luke.  I have arranged St. Paul's Epistles in one possible & likely chronological order.  It begins with Galatians which may or may not be older than his Epistles to the Thessalonians.  But since in Galatians St. Paul gives some important biographical background, it is a fitting introduction to St. Paul (especially following Acts’ abrupt ending).  Many of St. Paul’s later Epistles were composed while he was in prison in Rome.  Therefore, following his Epistle to the Church of Rome, and before the Pastoral Epistles, come his Captivity Epistles beginning with Philemon and ending with his most ecclesiologically developed Epistle to the Church of Ephesus.  This section ends with the “Pastoral Epistles” which, in turn, close with St. Paul's farewell letter, his 2nd Epistle to St. Timothy.





C.  The Apostolic Work of St. John the Theologian and Apostle: 


	I arranged the Epistles of St. John the Theologian (as he is known in the Christian East) based upon a modern theory that his 2nd Epistle was the cover letter for his 1st Epistle and his 3rd Epistle was its conclusion.  As a result, these three Epistles can be seen as forming a single unit.  The reference in 2nd Epistle to the “Elect Lady” is a code word for the Church which was the recipient of the three epistles.  1 St. John then gives the core of the message which St. John wished to convey to this Church.  3 St. John is a final note to this Church’s hierarchy.  Regardless of the speculative nature of such a theory, in keeping with the purpose of this arrangement, I thought it would be advantageous to be able to study these Epistles arranged in this way.  The Gospel of St. John then follows, based on the theory that St. John’s 1st Epistle contained early ideas that he later developed into his Gospel.  And finally, “The End,” St. John’s Apocalypse or book of Revelation. 





I pray this study will be enjoyable and bring us all closer to Christ our God.





Thanks for your interest,


Sub-Dn. Lazarus Der-Ghazarian


