The Feast of the Exaltation


of the Holy Cross








	After our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified for our sake, His Cross, together with the crosses of criminals who were also crucified, was thrown into a pit nearby and covered with earth.


	Many years passed and, because Golgotha -the place where our Savior was crucified- and the tomb from which He rose again, were considered to be the most holy places on earth by the Church, the Roman emperor Hadrian decided to build a pagan temple on top of the place.  In this way, he hoped to stop the Christians from praying there, and also to destroy their faith.  It was hoped that the holy place, covered over with a pagan temple, would in time be forgotten.


	The Christians, however, did not forget about the holy place and they kept going there.  They would stand outside the pagan temple and pray to God.  Finally, God returned this holy place to His Holy Church and He also revealed to the faithful the holy and precious Cross of our Savior.


	This is how it happened.  At the beginning of the fourth century, there was a Roman emperor named Constantine.  God knew the heart of this man, and God knew that Constantine would accept divine grace, and follow Christ.  It happened that Constantine was about to lead his soldiers into a great and very important battle.  Constantine’s army was greatly outnumbered and it did not seem possible for him to win the war.  Then, on the very eve of the battle, a huge cross of light appeared in the sky, with shining words above it: “By this Sign, conquer!”  This wondrous sign was seen by all the troops and they were terrified.


	Constantine was also upset by this, but during the night God gave him a vision.  In the vision, Constantine was told to have his soldiers point a Cross on each of their banners and shields, and God would grant him a victory.  This was done, and Constantine’s army won the battle the next day.


	From that time on, Constantine became a protector of the Christians and he himself later became a Christian.  St. Constantine naturally had a special, deep reverence for the Cross.  Both he and his mother, Helena, wanted to find the true Cross on which our Savior died fro us, and to venerate it.  For this reason, St. Helena set out for Jerusalem.


	After much searching, the place where the crosses had been buried after the crucifixion was found.  It was not difficult to find out which one was the Cross on which Christ had died, for the Lord performed several great miracles through it.  Most astonishing of all, a man who had recently died was being carried away for burial and he was brought to the Crosses.  When he was placed on some of them, nothing happened, but when he was placed upon the Cross of the Savior, the Lord restored life to him, and the True Cross was identified.


	By this time, thousands of Christians had heard of the finding of the True Cross and they flocked to Jerusalem to venerate the precious relics.  The Patriarch of Jerusalem, Makarios, stood on a raised place and, with help, elevated the Life-Bearing Cross into the air so that the whole crowd of people could behold it.  Having seen it, everyone fell to the floor and prostrated themselves with joy, crying out:  “Lord, have mercy!”


	The holy empress Helena left half of the Cross in the newly built Church of the Resurrection, at the Holy Sepulcher, and the other half, complete with the nails, she sent to her son, Saint Constantine the Great.  Pilgrims were permitted to take tiny splinters from the half which remained in Jerusalem, so that soon, relics of the Life-Bearing Cross were spread throughout the world.


	The finding and exalting of the Precious Cross of our Savior took place in the year 326 A.D.  At that time the erection of a huge church in honor of the Resurrection of Christ was begun.  The new church was completed on 13 September, 335 A.D. and, on 14 September, the church was consecrated and the yearly celebration of the Elevation of the Cross began.





taken from “The Twelve Great Feast Days” by Archbishop Lazar Pauhalo, Synaxis Press





The Armenian Tradition of the Exaltation of the Cross


from our “Domar” or Almanac of Feasts





	The “Exaltation of  the Holy Cross” is the major feast celebrateed in honor of the Holy Cross.  Other churches commemorate this feast on Semptember 14.  In the Armenian tradition it is celebrated ont he closest Sunday to the 14th making it variable between September 11-17.





-taken from “DOMAR” The Calendrical and Liturgical Cycle of the Armenian Orthodox Church, copyright Armenian Orhtodox Theological Research Institute.


